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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

 
 
 

2024 Walk-for-Life 
Benefitting the 

Augusta Care Pregnancy Center 
 
When: Saturday, May 4, 2024 – 9:00-11:00 am  Registration begins 
  at 8:30 am, Walk begins at 9:00 am rain or shine. 
 
Where: The Walk-for-Life begins and ends at the 9th Street Plaza 
  (Riverwalk) at 9th and Reynolds Street. 
 
Why:  To raise funds enabling the ACPC to continue offering  
  positive alternatives to abortion by meeting real needs with 
  solutions in a caring environment; and, to enable the ACPC 
  to work to reduce pre-marital sexual activity with the  
  message of sexual purity until marriage. 
 
How:  IT’S EASY! Ask your family and friends to sponsor you with a 
  single, generous, tax-deductible gift for your participation in 
  the 2-mile event. Any pledge made will be helpful in our  
  effort to reach our goal of $30,000. 
 
Prizes: A free T-shirt will be given to any walker who has $150.00 or 
  more in sponsor pledges. 
 
Fun:  Enjoy live praise and worship music!!! 
 
 
 

Call ACPC at 706-724-3733 for more information or for a brochure. 
 
 

Sponsor Pledge Forms are available in the church office. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER: 
 

Today, April 21:  9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages 
    9:55 am Fellowship Time 
    10:30 am Morning Worship 
    NO Choir Practice 
    6:00 pm Prayer Meeting & Fellowship 
Monday, April 22:  9:30 am Jeanne’s Sewing Group 
    10:00 am Staff Meeting 
Tuesday, April 23:  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
    7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study at Finlay home 
Wednesday, April 24:  12:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study Luncheon 
    6:00 pm Your Questions, God’s Answers Meal 
Saturday, April 27:  10:00 am Game Social 

 

Announcements 
 

Please pray for these Westminster Families this week:  Bob & Valerie Raiche, George 
& Susan Ransom, and Bettye Redd. 
 

The Budget Status report through March 31, 2024 is available in the narthex. Praise 
God, we ended our fiscal year in the black at nearly $14,000. 
 

Don’t forget the WPC Blood Drive scheduled for TODAY, 11:30 to 3:30. You can 
still give blood even if you didn’t sign-up. Donors will have a self-serve lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall as they wait for their turn in the Blood Mobile. By scanning the QR code on 
the displayed posters, you can answer the screening questions on the day of the blood 
drive, to speed up the process. 
 

The Your Questions, God’s Answers Meal will be this Wednesday, April 24th at 
6:00 pm. Ed Payne will give a brief history lesson, and Pastor Mark will speak on “Are 
Women Second Class Citizens?” Come join us for good food and fellowship! 
 

There will be a Westminster Saturday Game Social this coming Saturday, April 27th, 
10 am ‘til noon in the WPC Gym. Join us as we gather for a Church-wide Time of Food 
and Fellowship. All ages are invited! Bring a Board Game or Play Activity (for inside or 
outside!), and we will also enjoy hearing The Wingfeather Saga for Storytime. A light lunch 
will be provided, bring a side or dessert to share. We hope to see you there!  
 

Saturday, May 4, 2024 the Augusta Care Pregnancy Center will have its annual 
Walk-for-Life. A woman can get a free pregnancy test and confidential counseling at the 
Augusta Care Pregnancy Center. Also offered is a free sonogram program for women 
considering abortion. By means of the sonogram a woman can “see” and “hear” the 
heartbeat of the baby, which often saves the lives of the unborn. Please prayerfully consider 
participating in this worthy endeavor. The Sponsor Pledge Forms are available in the 
church office. (See the flyer on the back of this insert.) 
 
      (Open for the hymn lyrics to I Love the Lord) 
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