
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

A Theological Interpretation of Disaster 
Joel 1 
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Pain is an incredible blessing. 
 
How do you respond to disaster? 
 
Nothing happens randomly, or by chance in God’s universe. 
 
God brings disaster. Isaiah 45:6-9; Amos 3:6; Job 42:11 
 
Why do we discipline our children? 
 
God writes a newsletter with a calamity warning of the Day of the Lord. 
 
Who was Joel? When did he write? v. 1 
 
What was the Judgment? v. 2-4. 
 
Joel’s goal:  fully feel and understand the disaster and return to God. 
 
Grace comes to those who know they deserve judgement. 
 
What was a locust plague? Exodus 10:14-15 
 
Judgment Demands to be Heard v. 5-12 
 
Joel starts to awaken the people to the seriousness of the disaster. 
 
He starts with a groups of escapists. 
 
But the path to peace is through the valley of tears. 
 
The locusts have devoured vine and fig tree happiness. v. 7 
 
Wedding joy is turned to a funeral dirge. 
 
The service of the temple is suspended.  
 
The staples of life for the temple, and for our very existence are gone. 
 
This is serious. God is speaking; God is shouting!! Are you listening? 
 
Directions for the Leaders v. 13-14 
 

Lead as an example in mourning and seeking God. 
 
There is an empty form of religion, but true religion does find a form. 
 
Call for a solemn fast of repentance. v. 14 
 
Judgement Hints of the Final Judgement v. 15-18 
 
The Day of the Lord. It is here; and it is coming. 
 
What is the Day of the Lord? 
 
At the center of every culture is the cult. 
   
If the judgment of God were upon our nation, would we notice? 
 
Judgment Ends in Dependent Prayer v. 19-20 
 
Message received. We have heeded. We understand. 
 
Is God speaking to you through the hard now? 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

When we call people to repent, we are not opposing God’s grace; we are expressing it. The 
kindness of the Lord is behind His call to repentance. 
 

When you read the Old Testament prophets, you see that their main message is Repent or 
else! But read a little closer. Their call is far from the comic strip with the long-haired 
prophet walking around casually with a sign, clear on the message but cold and distant to 
the reader. The striking aspect about the warnings we find in the prophets is how often 
God’s anger is expressed in a context of grieving and weeping. The angry, fiery God of 
judgment is the spurned husband who wants to woo back His wayward people from the 
brink of destruction. 
 

The call to repentance is the call to return home. It’s the call to be refreshed by our tears. 
It’s the call to be cleansed from all our guilty stains. We need the scalpel of the Spirit to do 
surgery on our diseased hearts, so that we can be restored to spiritual health. 
 

Don’t pit the call to repentance against the championing of grace. Jesus didn’t. Paul didn’t. 
We shouldn’t either. 
 

Trevin Wax 
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