
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Repentance:  Coming Home to God 
Joel 2:1-17 
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Repentance is how we grow in grace and become more like Christ. 
 
Repentance is difficult, soul-crushing, unpleasant work.  
 
What Spurs Us to True Repentance? 
 
When your life is falling apart. v. 1-10 
 
The trumpet blast is a wake-up call, and God is the trumpeter. 
 
How much darkness and difficulty must I endure before I repent? 
 
Mistaken views of repentance 
 
God Awakens Us to True Repentance. v. 11 
 
God has set the alarm. He sends the warnings. How is He alarming you? 
 
Why must we admit we are wrong, and repent? (Ezekiel 18:30-31) 
 
Return to Me, v. 12 and 13. 
 
What Are the Signs of True Repentance? v. 12-14 
 
Fasting, weeping, mourning - rending your hearts. 
 
In true repentance, you see your sin, and sense your Savior. 
 
Westminster Confession of Faith, 15:2 
 
What are the incentives for true repentance? 
 
Who knows? (Jeremiah 26:3; Jonah 3:9) 
 
You do not come into the presence of Almighty God with presumption. 
 
When you say, “I can sin, God will pay for it.” You are really in trouble. 
 
Corporate Aspects of Repentance, v. 15-16 
 
Sin makes you feel incredibly alone. 
 

We are all in the same rebellious boat. 
 
What is the Fruit of True Repentance? v. 17 
 
Restored fellowship with God. 
 
How do the priests pray? 
 
How to win friends and influence people - Pastor Mark version. 
 
It is not about us; it is about Him!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

Repentance: Learning to Hate Sin  
 

Repentance—a strong word. Even many Bible believing pastors hesitate to use the word, 
thinking it will come across as abrasive and will make people immediately uncomfortable. In 
a day where people are striving with all energy to gain wide acceptance by the public or avoid 
condemnation, the word and idea of repentance is far from people’s lips and minds. Recently, 
someone told me to stop talking about repentance. She told me the thought of repentance 
gives her spiritual post-traumatic stress disorder. 
 

But repentance is essential to the Christian life. The gospel begins with a strong message of 
repentance: “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand’ (Matthew 4:17).” That is why Satan, the enemy of God and all of God’s 
people, wants you to believe his lie: “Confessing your sin brings shame upon you and you 
must hide it at all costs.” We’re also reluctant to confess and to repent because we understand 
that sin is a reproach to us, since we bear the image of God.  
 

Yet, the only way to true repentance is confession. Confession is honesty before God and 
people. Confession of sin is the beginning of repentance, and the beginning of confession is 
learning to hate sin. 
 

Kent Butterfield 
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