
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 
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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Restoring the Years the Locusts Have Eaten 
Joel 2:18-27 
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Covenant Theology revisited 
 
Prophets were covenant prosecutors.          
 
A return to the blessings of the covenant promised/guaranteed.  
 
Prophets were also preachers of restoration.  
 
God’s Motivation for Restoration v. 18 
 
Jealousy and Pity 
 
Their relationship to God was restored!!   
 
What is the Prophetic Perfect tense? 
 
Do you stop and notice answers to prayer? 
 
Grain, New Wine, and Oil will be Restored v. 19 
 
To have sufficient food was a sign of God’s blessing.  It still is. (Deuteronomy 11:13-15)  
 
The Garden of Eden will sustain your life again. 
 
The Covenant Curse is Removed v. 20 
 
The enemy from the north will be destroyed. 
 
Locusts will divide into three groups and be destroyed.  
 
Banishing Fear v.  21-24 
 
From the Land  
 
From the Beasts 
 
From the Sons of Zion 
 
What are the early and later rains? (Deuteronomy 11:13-15) 
 
Rain given for your vindication, what does that mean? 
 

Grain, new wine, and oil restored in abundance. (Psalm 104:15; Jeremiah 31:12) 
 
Full Restoration Assured v. 25 
 
Restoring the years the locusts have eaten. 
 
Upon repentance; a restoration is promised. 
 
God is going to bless and it will more than make up for the past. 
 
Never be put to shame. 
 

Meditation 
 
A Prayer for Hope. For those in desperate need of it. 
 

Heavenly Father, My hope is faint today. Help me. Help me to endure when I feel no hope. 
Forge a hope-producing character in me. Do not let me be ashamed. By Your Scriptures, 
give me hope and grant that I would be saved by hope. “My hope is in the Lord who gave 
Himself for me” – help me to believe that. Today. Right now. 
 

Lord, You are my hope. I am so often sorely tempted to look for hope in something, 
someone, anything else. But, by Your grace, make me to hope only ultimately in You. When 
You saved me, when You gave me new life, when I was born again by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, I was born to hope. I need that hope, more 
than ever, as an anchor for my soul today. I need to enter into the inner sanctuary, where 
my Savior has gone before, and to know the presence and favor and communion of the One 
who is my hope. My only hope. 
Remind me again, and teach me to believe, and live out the gracious truth and reality that 
Christ in me gives me the sure and certain hope of glory. Don’t allow me (fickle as my heart 
is) to shift my soul’s hope away from the hope of the Gospel. 
 

“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the 
sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other 
ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. His oath, His covenant, His blood 
support me in the whelming flood; when all around my soul gives way, He then is all my 
hope and stay. On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other 
ground is sinking sand.” 
 

Lord, I need to believe that now. But my faith is weak and my strength is small and the fire 
is almost out. I hang by a thread, but that thread is of Christ’s spinning. Do not let me go. 
The full assurance of hope until the end. How inestimably precious that phrase. How 
comforting the prospect. Make me earnest to seek and find and have and hold it. All by 
Your grace. 
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 

Ligon Duncan 
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