
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Jesus Reveals His Glory 
John 2:1-13 

October 20, 2024 
 
How do you know when it is time to replace the old with something new? 
 
Sanctification is change.  
 
“The Kingdom of God is a Party!” 
 
Christians are far too hesitant to enter the joy of the Lord!  
 
Jesus chose to turn water into wine at a wedding to begin His ministry. 
 
John 2-4 are a unit and the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus. 
 
The old covenant is fulfilled and fading, the newer covenant has come! 
 
Why on the Third Day? 
 
What other things happened on the third day? 
 
It points to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Why a Wedding? 
 
Why do romantic comedies so often end in a wedding? 
 
God’s first creation ended with a wedding. His second creation begins with a wedding. 
 
Bring out abundant wine! Jesus is here; change is coming!! 
 
Mary’s Request of Her Son 
 
“They have no wine.” 
 
Running out of wine at a wedding was more serious than you might think. 
 
The Messiah Responds 
 
“My hour has not yet come.” “What does this have to do with Me?” 
 
Hour of His death. His final, finished work has not yet come. 
 
Mary’s words are an indirect prayer and an act of faith. 
 

Jesus Reveals His Glory 
 
Why I feel the need for purification. 
 
Ritual hand washing was not a requirement in the Law of Moses. (Mark 7:3-4)  
 
How many weddings have you attended that needed 120 gallons of wine? (Isaiah 25:6-9) 
 
The kingdom of God is a party! A restoration; A celebration! 
 
So come to the party! You are invited.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meditation 
 

Seeing the Glory 
 

No man begins the journey to the heavenly home, until by the gracious influence of the Holy 
Spirit, his soul is attracted to Christ, the Living Way, the Truth, and the Life. Thus 
enlightened by divine grace, the pilgrim turns from the City of Destruction, to the Heavenly 
Mansions. He has become a spiritually minded man. He lives and walks by faith in the Son 
of God. Though in the world, he is no longer of it; but belongs to the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
As an heir of glory, as a traveler to the skies, as an expectant of eternal bliss, he looks above 
and beyond the troublesome scenes of a fleeting pilgrimage. He beholds in that brighter 
world, an ocean of glory, without a shore, and without a storm! He who has been constrained, 
by the Savior’s love, to begin the blessed journey from the wilderness of this world to the 
heavenly Canaan, will delight to meditate on the riches and glory of his Father’s house, in the 
pure, unclouded realms of eternal day. 
 

David Harsha 
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