
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Christmas Songs: The Suffering Servant 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

December 15, 2024 
 

Losing faith and finding God. 
 
The predictive prophecy of God’s Word is powerful. 
 
The Suffering Servant: His Surprising Victory, v. 13-15 
 
Behold! My Servant. 
 
He will accomplish all My purpose!! 
 
Many will be astonished at His eventual glory. v. 14 
 
This mutilated appearance is an odd presentation of glory. 
 
He shall sprinkle many nations.  v. 15 
 
Many nations will receive the benefits of His sacrifice. 
 
The Suffering Servant: His Misunderstood Humiliation, v. 1-3 
 
Who is speaking here? 
 
To Whom has the arm of the Lord revealed. 
 
This is God’s greatest work. 
 
If you judge by a this-worldly standard, you will miss it entirely. 
 
The Suffering Servant: His Substitutionary Sufferings, v. 4-6 
 
With His wounds we are healed. 
 
This is the center of the chiasm*, the most important section.  
 
What is the substitutionary atonement? 
 
The Suffering Servant: His Just Condemnation, v. 7-9 
 
He endured this injustice, silently. 
 
He endured justice, willingly. 
 

The Suffering Servant: His Glorious Exaltation v. 10-12 
 
It was the Lord’s will to crush Him. 
 

Jesus will see the fruit of His labors and rejoice. 
 
The Suffering Servant has succeeded. He is making many righteous.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 
Three Deep Longings Satisfied in Isaiah 53 
 

Three benefits that the Servant, Jesus, achieved for us on the cross: He justifies us; He makes 
us offspring; and He shares the spoils of victory.  
 

These three gifts of grace correspond to three tremendously deep longings that we have. We 
long for some way to get rid of guilt and a bad conscience for all that we have done wrong. 
We long to be loved and accepted as part of a significant group or a family.  We long to be 
resourceful people with things at our disposal so we can act and fulfill our best intentions. 
 

The Servant satisfies each of these longings at the cost of His own life: He justifies the 
ungodly; He makes us part of the offspring of God; and He shares with us the spoils of 
universal triumph.  And when He does that, we see God: the good pleasure of the Lord is 
prospering in His hand. He sees it and is satisfied. 
 

I urge you to trust Him this morning. You cannot justify yourself. You cannot make yourself 
a child of God. You cannot win the spoils of battle. You can only receive them as a gift and 
trust the work of Christ. Put your trust in Him, and all that is His will be yours. 
 

John Piper 
 
 
*Chiasm: a series of words or ideas followed by a second presentation of similar words or 
ideas, but in reverse order. (An inverted parallelism; an “X”, so to speak.) 
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