
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Children’s Workers 
 

January 5:  Nursery – Abby Hartman   Toddlers – Kayla Smith 
 

January 12:  Nursery – Karrie Harmer   Toddlers – Natalka Eagle 
 

Children’s Church Leaders 
 

January 5:  Kathy Waters 
 

January 12:  Kay Cee Ling 
 

Diaconate House Duty for January:  Bobby Martin 
 

Ushers for January:  Gene Striker, Jim Finlay, Bobby Martin, & Mike Banta 
 

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER: 
 

Today, January 5:  9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages 
    9:55 am Fellowship Time 
    10:30 am Morning Worship 
    4:45 pm Choir Practice 
    6:00 pm Prayer Meeting & Fellowship 
Monday, January 6:  9:30 am Jeanne’s Sewing Group  

     4:30 pm Trellis Team Meeting 
 Tuesday, January 7:  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
     4:00 pm Session Meeting 
 Wednesday, January 8: 12:00 pm Men’s Bible Study Luncheon 

 

Announcements 
 

Please pray for these Westminster Families this week:  Ed & Jeanne Payne, Bob & Valerie 
Raiche, George & Susan Ransom and please pray for John & Lynn Lehn serving with 
Greater Europe Mission (GEM) in Croatia. 
 

Calling all Westminster Families with children! A Family dinner after worship 
today is being hosted in the fellowship hall in your honor! The meal is provided – Italian 
Wedding Soup, salad, bread, and a dessert. For more information, please contact Karen Ronan. 
 

Women’s Bible Study Resumes on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 9:30 am. 
 

New Year, New Opportunity! We want you to join the choir for the new year! Come share 
the music ministry with the choir — it’s fun and spiritually rewarding! Choir practice is on 
Sunday afternoons at 4:45—6:00 pm. 
  

Mark your calendars! Please join us for a Church Breakfast on Sunday, January 26, 9 am 
– 10:15 am in the Gym.  We will be honoring Karrie Harmer’s years of serving WPC’s 
children and families.  The Church will provide Biscuits and Sausage Gravy, attendees please 
bring a breakfast dish to share.                                    
                                    (Continued on the back) 

There will be a Special Offering collected on Sunday, January 26, 2025 after the 
worship service. The Missions Team has decided to send the proceeds to the Moua 
family, for their new church building fund. Look for a display in the narthex about the 
Moua’s. 
 

 

Bread Breakers is Back!  
After a brief pause last quarter due to Hurricane Helene and the holidays, we are excited to 
announce the return of Bread Breakers—our cherished fellowship ministry designed to 
bring us closer together through shared meals and meaningful conversations. 
What is Bread Breakers? 
Bread Breakers is more than a meal—it’s an opportunity to deepen our connections within 
the church family. Each quarter, groups of eight(-ish!) will gather in homes to enjoy 
fellowship and delicious food. 
How Does it Work? 
We’re looking for both hosts and participants to make this quarter’s Bread Breakers a 
success. 
 Hosts provide the setting and the main dish. 
 Participants bring items like sides, desserts, or drinks to round out the meal. 
Once hosts receive their group assignments, they’ll coordinate with their guests to choose a 
date and finalize the menu within a couple weeks. 
Sign Up Today! 
Sign-ups for this quarter (January - March) are now open! Don’t miss the chance to 
participate in this meaningful ministry. The deadline to sign up is January 12th, and 
hosts will be selected shortly after.  
Adrienne has a running log of the signups from last year, but if your hosting preferences, 
availability, contact info, etc. has changed, please fill out a new card in the narthex. 
Whether you’ve been a part of Bread Breakers before or are joining for the first time, we’d 
love to have you. Let’s come together, break bread, and grow in faith and fellowship! 
Questions?  
Contact Adrienne McKnight  
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