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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
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         (See the Meditation on the back.) 

Meditation 
 

The secret of joy for believers lies in the fine art of Christian thinking. It is by this means 
that the Holy Spirit, over and above His occasional visitations in special moments of joy, 
regularly sustains in us the joy that marks us out as Christ’s. Our Lord Jesus wants our joy 
to be full. Certainly He has made abundant provision for our joy. And if we focus our minds 
on the facts from which joy flows, springs of joy will well up in our hearts every day of our 
lives. This upwelling of joy will turn our ongoing pilgrimage through this world into an 
experience of contentment and exaltation of which the world knows nothing. From this 
experience will come strength for service. Joy—that is, rejoicing in the Lord—is thus a basic 
discipline of the Christian life, essential to spiritual health and vitality. Few Christians seem 
to understand this, and fewer still seem to practice the discipline with diligence. But what a 
difference it makes when we do! 
 

Sixty years ago I was close to a certain Christian family. Spiritually I owe more to them than 
I think they ever realized. Life was not easy for them. The father died young, after being 
immobilized for years by heart disease. The daughter never grew normally and died in her 
teens of rheumatic fever. One son was so (handicapped) that he had to be institutionalized. 
The mother remarried but died of cancer in middle age. Thereafter her second husband 
lived alone for some years, totally housebound with crippling arthritis. 
 

When I visited him, his gentle, sunny joyfulness in Christ, free from all complaint and self-
pity was a tonic from which my memory still draws nourishment. It is of him that I think 
when I hear Balaam’s words: “Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be 
like theirs!” (Numbers 23:10 NIV). I saw in him the power of joy, and it was a revelation. 
Now I celebrate the power of joy as part of the Gospel. Beethoven wrote on the score of his 
Missa Solemnis, “From the heart; may it in turn go to the heart.” I could have put the same 
words at the beginning of this chapter. God grant that my readers will get the message. I 
close with two Scriptures for you all who have followed me thus far: 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 NIV). 

 
“To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 
and for evermore! Amen” (Jude 24-25 NIV). 
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