
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

I Am, Be Not Afraid 
John 6:15-21 

March 23, 2025 
 
Why is our fear potentially boundless? Why are we so afraid?  
 
“Only when we are no longer afraid do we begin to live.” Dorothy Thompson 
 
How can we overcome fear? (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
Jesus can turn your fear into gladness.  “I Am; be not afraid.” 
 
The Fear of the Disciples, v. 16-19 
 
What were they afraid of?  The Storm.  
 
Jews were afraid of seas and oceans. Thalassophobia. 
 
Why is there no sea in Revelation 21:1? 
 
The Sea symbolizes chaos, danger, and the unknown.  
 
Only God could tame the raging sea. Job 38:8-11 
 
They were afraid of the One walking on the water. 
 
Who is this Jesus? 
 
The Word of Jesus, v. 20 
 
I Am, be not afraid. 
 
We need to understand Exodus 3 to see what Jesus is doing here. 
 
What does LORD mean in the Bible? 
 
Why did Moses ask for God’s name? 
 
“I Am who I Am!” is the answer. Yahweh, Jehovah, LORD. 
 
How many times is this name found in the OT? 
 
The Word of Jesus Overcomes Fear, v. 21 
 
They went from frightened to glad in one verse. 
 

What turned fear into gladness? “I Am; be not afraid.” 
 
Jesus is praying for you. Hebrews 7:25. 
 
1 John 4:18, “perfect love casts out fear.” 
 
We are safe in the hands of a kind Providence.  “I Am; be not afraid.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meditation 

 
In the name Yahweh, God made Himself known as a present being—present with and for 
His people. And wherever God’s presence is invoked, that announcement is pregnant with 
the certainty of His attention, His care, His power, and His grace. Perhaps a helpful 
paraphrase of God’s words at the burning bush would be, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘I Am 
Present has sent me to you.’” God sent Moses to the people in Egypt with that marvelous 
announcement. And the subsequent exodus events would be an object lesson for all 
generations that God is Yahweh, present with His people in all their sufferings (cf., Exodus 
5:2; 7:17; 8:22–23; 12:51; 13:21; 33:14–19; 40:34–38; also Numbers 6:23–27; Psalm 113:1–
9). 
 
God has many titles in Scripture, such as “Father,” “Almighty,” “King,” and “Savior.” Each 
of His titles reveals another of His many roles or attributes. But “Yahweh” is more than a 
title. Its meaning is clearly important for our understanding of the God of the Bible. It 
shows us not simply that God exists but also that He is near to His people in love. 
 
Michael LeFebvre 
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