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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Closing Hymn:  In Christ Alone  
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My comforter, my all in all 
Here, in the love of Christ, I stand 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
‘Til on that cross, as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For ev’ry sin, on Him, was laid 
Here, in the death of Christ, I live 
 

There in the ground, His body lay 
Light of the world, by darkness, slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave, He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of Hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
‘Til He returns or calls me home 
Here, in the power of Christ, I’ll stand 
 
Songwriters: Andrew Shawn Craig / Donald A. Koch 
In Christ Alone lyrics © Universal Music Publishing Group, Capitol Christian Music Group 

 

 
 

Please join us tonight at 6:00 pm for a church-wide Missions-focused Prayer                     
Meeting & Fellowship led by Gene Striker in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Children’s Workers 

 

April 20:  Nursery – Kris Finlay   Toddlers – Kathy Scholten 
 

April 27:  Nursery – Doni Carver   Toddlers – Karen Ronan 
 

Children’s Church Leaders 
 

April 20:  Karrie Harmer 
 

April 27:  Jessica Karius 
 

Diaconate House Duty for April:  Mike Banta 
 

Ushers for April:  Randy Waters, Matt Scholten, Allen Miller, & Dan Dunham 
 

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER: 
 

Today, April 20:  9:00 am Covered-Dish Breakfast in the gym 
     10:30 am Morning Worship 
     6:00 pm Prayer Meeting & Fellowship 

Monday, April 21:  9:30 am Jeanne’s Sewing Group 
 Tuesday, April 22:  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
     7:00 pm Evening WBS at Finlay home 
 Wednesday, April 23:  12:00 pm Men’s Bible Study Luncheon 
     6:00 pm Your Questions, God’s Answers Meal 
 

Announcements 
 

Please pray for these Westminster Families this week:   Joshua, Kay Cee, Hazel & 
Peter Ling, Carol & Cliff Manasco, Bobby, Katie, Ella Kate & Jakob Martin and 
please pray for Patrick & Regina Lennox with MTW, serving in Occom Ministries to 
Native American Pastors. 
 

The next Your Questions, God’s Answers Meal is this Wednesday, April 23, at 
6:00 pm. Ed Payne will give a brief history lesson, and Mike Brown will discuss 
considering contemporary evangelism programs. Come join us in the fun! 
 

There are copies of the Budget Status Report through March 31, 2025, available now 
in the narthex on the Welcome counter. 
 

The annual Walk for Life for the Augusta Care Pregnancy Center will be held on 
Saturday, May 3, at the 9th Street plaza on the Augusta River Walk, rain or shine.  
Registration begins at 8:30 am, and the walk officially begins at 9:00 am. If you are 
interested in participating, contact the church office for a copy of the Sponsor Form. 
 
 

(Please look inside to view the song lyrics for the Choir Songs.) 
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