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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 
 

Easter Choir Song Lyrics 
 

God So Loved the World 
 

A crown of thorns upon His head, the nails pierced hands and feet; 
my death, my shame, unspeakable pain; He bore God’s wrath for me. 
Jesus Christ the Son of God, the sacrificial lamb. 
Amazing grace, what wondrous love, He redeemed me with His blood! 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son.   
If you believe, you will receive eternal life with Him. 
God over all creation, He reigns in majesty. 
Alpha and Omega, He cares for you and me. 
 

A crown of thorns upon His head, the nails pierced hands and feet; 
my death, my shame, unspeakable pain; He bore God’s wrath for me. 
My sin, my sin, He carried high up on the cross. 
For me He died, for me He cried, “It is finished!” 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son.   
If you believe, you will receive eternal life with Him. 
God over all creation, He reigns in majesty. 
Alpha and Omega, He cares for you and me. 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son.   
If you believe, you will receive eternal life with Him. 
God over all creation, He reigns in majesty. 
Accept the gift of God’s great love, and worship Him today. 
 
by Darlene Mullen 2024 

 
Jesus, Lord to Me 
 

If I had seen the sunset  On the day that Jesus died, 
And felt the glow of that sunrise When the tomb was open wide. 
Would I have known You? 
Could I have seen, that You were more than just a man? 
You were Lord and King. 
But now I know You, and I can see; That You are Lord of all, 
And You are Lord to me. 
 

Chorus 
Jesus, Jesus, Lord to me. 
Master, Savior, Prince of Peace, 
Ruler of my heart today; 
Jesus Lord to me. 
 
by Gary McSpadden and Greg Nelson © 1981 Yellow House Music; River Oaks Music Company  

 

Choir Anthem:  Road to Calvary 
 

1. Before the stars were birthed on high 
And this world came to be 
The Lamb was slain, love made a way 
The road to Calvary 
 

2. Beyond the sword at Eden’s gate 
Where thorns would tear their feet 
The guilty ones were set upon 
The road to Calvary 
 

Chorus-- 
Praise to God whose love conceived 
A plan for man to be redeemed 
Bless the name above all names 
The One whose blood has paved 
The road to Calvary 
 

3. Behold the Son a traitor kissed 
In dark Gethsemane 
With thorny crown He stumbles down 
The road to Calvary 
 

4. This heart of mine once dead in sin 
Is now alive and free 
The suffering Savior bid me run 
The road to Calvary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please look on the back to see the lyrics to our closing hymn, In Christ Alone.) 
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