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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Resurrection: Peace and Proclamation 
John 20:19-23 
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Meeting the Lord, now risen from the dead, will change you.  
 
The power of the resurrection is still working today! 
 
The Risen Lord Gives Lasting Peace, v. 19 
 
Why is Sunday night emphasized in the text? 
 
How does Jesus greet them? Is it an ordinary greeting? 
 
Who was in the room? 
 
In a word, what is the meaning and purpose of the resurrection? 
 
How far does this peace from God extend? 
 
The Risen Lord Gives Sufficient Proof, v. 20 
 
Proof of the resurrection. Look at My hands, and My side. 
 
The Risen Lord Gives Unifying Purpose, v. 21 
 
“I am sending you.” We enter the continuing work of God in this world. 
 
What are we sent to do? 
 
What is our great encouragement in doing God’s work in this world?  
 
The Risen Lord Gives Great Power, v. 22-23 
 
Who is equal to this task? The God who sent us, equips us. 
 
We have the gospel authority to pronounce forgiveness and judgment.  
 
We enforce the terms of the covenant. 
 
What is the perfect tense?  
 
What is the power of the resurrection for today? 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 
Raised with Christ! 
 
Colossians 3 gives the church a glimpse of what the believer’s life means in light of Christ’s 
resurrection. It says that you, as a believer, have already been brought into resurrection-
union with Jesus Christ. For this reason, we must correct a common misunderstanding. 
Usually when believers think of their resurrection, they think that it is an event which will 
take place exclusively in the future—at the time of Christ’s second coming. If this is how you 
understand your resurrection, then you do not fully understand the dynamic of Christ’s 
resurrection, which took place two thousand years ago. For the Bible teaches that the 
believer’s resurrection took place two thousand years ago—notice the past tense in verse 1: 
“Since then, you have been raised with Christ” (ASV: “If then ye were raised together with 
Christ”). Thus, Christ’s resurrection is the active dynamic which resurrects all believers (past, 
present, and future). God the Father did not raise Christ from the dead in isolation. Rather, 
the power of Christ’s resurrection brought life to all His people, those who have lived and 
those who will live. 
 
I recall hearing a story regarding Rev. G. I. Williamson when he was a pastor in Fall River, 
Massachusetts. According to the story, Rev. Williamson was greeting his congregation 
following the morning service. In this cordial atmosphere, a number of fine Christian ladies 
approached Rev. Williamson and asked him when he had been saved. In other words, when 
was his personal crisis experience in coming to know Jesus Christ? Before Rev. Williamson 
could respond, a five-year-old girl standing beside them spurted out: “I was saved two 
thousand years ago.” Oh people of God, do you see the genius of that little girl’s response? 
Her confession demonstrates tremendous insight! The ladies viewed salvation as an 
individual and subjective crisis experience, whereas the little girl already understood that her 
salvation was totally accomplished through the death and resurrection of Christ two 
thousand years ago. In other words, salvation is not dependent upon what I do, but upon 
what Christ has done. At a very young age, that little girl was voicing exactly what the Holy 
Spirit is teaching through Paul concerning the believer’s salvation in Christ. 
 
William D. Dennison 
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