
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Christ: The Bread of Life 
John 6:41-51 

April 27, 2025 
 
Was Jesus a good evangelist?  
 
Our grumbling against God must be humbled. 
 
Grumbling, v. 41-43 
 
What is grumbling? (Exodus 15:24; Numbers 11:1; 14:27) 
 
“Hell begins with a grumbling mood, always complaining, always blaming others.” C. S. Lewis 
 
Grumblers sit in God’s judgement seat.   
 
Who gets the credit for your faith?   
 
God Draws Even Grumblers to Salvation. v. 44 
 
‘Can’ implies ability, ‘may’ implies permission. 
 
Once God draws us to trust in Jesus, He never lets us go. 
 
Believers Are Taught of God. v. 45 
 
God draws people by teaching. (Isaiah 54:13; Jeremiah 31:34) 
 
They are taught of God. This education goes in one direction only.  
 
What is typically the first step in believing in Jesus as the Savior? 
 
Holland Wooden Shoe Factory.  Prove the need. 
 
Experience Does Not Trump Revelation v. 46   
 
This verse is a strike against personal experience trumping revelation.   
 
We don’t discover God on our own. 
 
The Good News v. 47-48   
 
Truly, truly is what God says to really get your attention. 
 
“Whoever believes has eternal life.” 
 

Yes, but how does that fit with v. 44? 
 
The Bread of Life v. 49-51  
 
The Bread of Life will sustain many from all over the world for eternal life. 
 
This bread comes down from heaven. 
 
This bread gives life, it not merely sustains earthly life for a time, but grants real life - full 
life, eternal life. 
 
This bread is My flesh. I will die to set you free.   
 
Stop grumbling. Humble yourself before the Sovereign God. And believe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 
Luther’s Gospel 
 

The bad news, as Martin Luther continually reminded himself and others, is that I am a 
sinner. Inevitably, I intractably doubt, disregard, or dismiss God’s speaking to me from the 
pages of Holy Scripture, defying His will and demanding to go my own way. That, Luther 
knew, leads only to death. 
 

The good news is that my Creator has come into human flesh and blood, skin and bones. 
Jesus, the eternal word made flesh, died to eliminate my defiance and doubt of God. Jesus 
rose from death to restore my identity in God’s sight as His beloved child (Romans 4:25). 
Although Luther recognized that Scripture and general usage have several definitions for 
the words, law and gospel—and he used them all—he employed the terms as a team in 
tandem as a hermeneutical principle. In this team, “law” designates God’s plan for human 
life and His expectations of His human creatures. “Gospel” presents and pronounces God’s 
saving plan for His own act of re-creation in reconciling sinners to Himself. This sensitivity 
to the distinction of God’s expectations and God’s gift of forgiveness, life, and salvation 
informs the Lutheran view of human life still today. 
 

Robert Kolb 
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