
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
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Arguing with Jesus in Church.  
 
What does it mean to eat His flesh and to drink His blood? 
 
Is this cannibalism? Transubstantiation? Is it the Lord’s Supper? 
 
Feeding on Jesus by faith saves, sustains, and satisfies. 
 
Trusting Christ Saves v. 53-54 
 
This eating and drinking is a required first step. 
 
This is not a blind leap but a reasoned conviction based on understanding.   
 
This is a gospel invitation and a reasoned dialogue.  
 
What does blood symbolize in the Old Testament? 
 
Why did Jesus put this truth in such graphic language? 
 
Why is “Son of Man” added here?  
 
Trusting Christ Sustains v. 55-56 
 
What is food for? What is its purpose? 
 
Jesus is claiming to meet the deepest needs of true human life. 
 
His flesh and blood are true food and drink. 
 
To devour or consume Jesus is to take Him, His life, death, teaching, forgiveness, grace, and 
make it the central part of who you are. 
 
We should feed often. Read and mediate, chew on, the Word of God. 
 
Trusting Christ Satisfies v. 57 
 
Warm butter and bread fresh from the oven satisfies! 
 
Our hearts and minds were created to fellowship with the Almighty God!! 
 

“You made us to hunger for You, and our starving souls find no nourishment until they 
feast on You.” Carter/Wredberg 
 
Eternal life is more than living forever. It is a kind or quality of life.  
 
‘Believe, and you have eaten.’ Augustine 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

For Jesus eating is believing; drinking is believing. He promises eternal life to those who 
believe in Him. Believe what? Well, believe everything He says. But, specifically here, 
believe that His death—the breaking of His body and spilling of His blood—pays in full the 
penalty for our sin and that His perfect righteousness is freely given to us in exchange for 
our unrighteousness. That is what John 3:16 means. 
 

Believing this is how we “eat” Jesus’ flesh and “drink” His blood. This is precisely why He 
instituted the Lord’s Supper:  He did not want us to forget the very core of what we believe 
about Him. When the crowd took offense at His hard words, Jesus said, “The words that I 
have spoken to you are Spirit and Life. But there are some of you who do not believe” (v. 
63-64). Some of the Lord’s hard words are designed expose unbelief. 
 

Peter likely did not fully understand what Jesus meant at the time—just like there are 
plenty of things we don’t fully understand. But Peter didn’t walk away. Instead he said to 
Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we 
have believed, and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God” (v. 68-69). 
Let’s you and I imitate Peter. 
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