
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 
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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Confused About Jesus 
John 7:25-36 
June 1, 2025 

 
Do you have a hill you are willing to die on? 
 
Why should the person and work of Jesus be one of your hills? 
 
What are some false views of Jesus? 
 
Why must unbelief continually reinforce itself? 
 
Is Jesus the Christ? v. 25-27 
 
John wrote this entire gospel to show that Jesus is the Christ. John 20:30-31 
 
What were people saying about Jesus? 
 
Why were the people of Jerusalem confused? v. 25 
 
Maybe they think He is the Christ? (We need to find another reason for our unbelief!) 
 
What did Rabbi Zera teach? 
 
Many find one poor, illogical reason to reject Jesus and stop searching. 
 
Jesus Responds, v. 28-29 
 
You think you know Me, but you don’t. 
 
I came from God, and God is true, and you do not know Him. 
 
Be careful when you say, “Biblical” or “Thus saith the Lord.” 
 
You Don’t Have Forever to Decide. v. 32-36 
 
“Those that have plenty of the means of knowledge and grace, if they are not made better by 
them, are commonly made worse.” Matthew Henry 
 
See John 8:21. 
 
Jesus will soon return to His Father. 
 
The Pharisees made their choice - we are going to arrest Him. 
 
You must make a choice.  Is Jesus the Christ? Is He the Savior? 

Reasons to Believe Jesus v. 31 
 
A weak start, but a start, nonetheless. John 8:31-36 
 
Our beginning to take an interest in Jesus is crucial for our future.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 
The School of Christ:  “The school of Christ humbles before it honors, breaks before it 
builds.” 
 
This is no contradiction, but the clear pattern of how God works through grace. Christ, the 
wise and faithful Teacher, does not lift up a soul until He has first brought it low, nor does 
He strengthen it until it has been emptied of self-reliance and worldly supports. The soul 
must be made low before it can be rightly lifted up; it must be emptied before it can be 
filled with God. 
 
In this school, the first lessons are hard for the flesh—conviction, sorrow over sin, and self-
denial. The proud heart must be humbled by the Law, and the stubborn will must submit to 
the yoke of Christ. Just as the ground must be tilled and broken before it can bear fruit, so 
the heart must be wounded by repentance before it can be healed by grace. The axe must 
cut at the root of self before Christ can take hold and grow. 
 
Yet this humbling is not meant to destroy, but to prepare. This breaking is not to ruin, but 
to make space for Christ. He wounds, but His wounds are faithful (Prov. 27:6); He bruises 
so that He may bind up. Every tear shed in repentance will reap a harvest of joy. The stones 
must be cleared, and the foundation dug deep, if the house is to stand strong. So Christ digs 
deep in the soul, that He may build high in grace. 
 
Therefore, do not resist Christ’s humbling hand. The rod in His hand is not the rod of a 
tyrant, but of a loving Teacher. He bruises so that He may bless; He casts down so that He 
may lift up. The school of Christ is not easy on the flesh, but it is sweet to the soul—for He 
never humbles without also raising, and never breaks without building something better. 
 
- Ralph Venning 
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