
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Jesus Offers Living Waters 
John 7:37-39 
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The Bible is the mind of God revealed. 
 
How do the seven Jewish feasts form an outline of the ministry of Jesus? 
 
What did they do on Sukkoth, the feast of Tabernacles? The crowds, the tents, the processions, 
the singing, the lights! 
 
Sukkoth was a joyous celebration of God and His provision for them. 
 
A rabbi once said, “Whoever has not seen Sukkoth has not witnessed real joy.” Leviticus 23:40 
 
What were the Lulavim?  What did they sing? What is the Hallel? 
 
The procession for living water to the Pool of Siloam and return to the Temple. 
 
What was a Shofar? 
 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink!  
 
“I am the fulfillment of Sukkoth. I give the living waters.”  
 
This invitation sounds like Isaiah 55:1-2, Revelation 21:6, 22:17. 
 
The responses to this bold proclamation of Jesus were stunning! 
 
The Grand Invitation - It Goes Out to All. “If anyone.” v. 37 
 
The invitation goes out to all but there is a condition.  
 
Thirst. Psalm 42:1; 63:1.  Oreo’s. 
 
Do you thirst for God?  Do you really want to know Him?  Do you need Him? 
 
The Grand Gift - The Life-Giving Holy Spirit. v. 38 
 
The gift promised to the thirsty who come to Jesus was the Holy Spirit. 
 
The fruit of the Spirit will grow in us. Galatians 5:22-23; See Proverbs 4:23; Isaiah 44:13. 
 
Living water comes to you and through you.  
 
How did the Dead Sea die?  Why is it lifeless, salty and arid?  

The Grand Glory - The Age of the Spirit. v. 39 
 
The fullness of the Spirit awaited the glory of Jesus Christ. 
 
Remember the Creation Mandate? The Great Commission?  
 
Hunger for the Water of Life - Pursue Jesus. 
 
Receive the Water of Life, the promised Holy Spirit. 
 
Allow the Spirit to flow through you into the lives of others. John 4:13-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

Jesus longs for His joy to be ours (John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13). He wants His joy to cover 
creation, as all things are made new (Romans 8:18–23; Revelation 21:5). Abraham Kuyper’s 
off-quoted assertion of Jesus crying, “Mine!” over the universe must be understood as Jesus’ 
joyfully rightful claim and restorative commitment to the cosmos. Augustine spoke of the 
Lord as the “true, the sovereign joy . . . sweeter than all pleasure” in his Confessions. 
Rescuing Christianity from stoic shadowlands, C.S. Lewis spoke of a “holiday at the sea”—an 
“infinite joy” vastly superior to our idols. In Religious Affections, Jonathan Edwards 
describes this sweet joy as “the cream of all our pleasures.” 
 

We need to develop a taste for joy—His joy. It is the Trinitarian joy of knowing our Father, 
the contenting joy of abiding in Christ, indwelt by the Spirit. Our joy flows from 
contemplating the person and work of Christ. We also sing, “Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come!” at Christmas, and “Raise your joys and triumphs high!” as Easter’s guarantee that 
we’ll see Him again and our joy will never be taken away (John 16:22). Love for the unseen 
Christ fills us with inexpressible and glorious joy (1 Peter 1:8). Spirit-empowered obedience 
is crucial to joy. This joy, then, fuels continued obedience. Donald MacLeod says Jesus 
experienced “a deep and habitual joy . . . an indispensable element in the psychology of His 
obedience . . . [serving] not as a slave but as a Son.” This is true for us, as our sonship enables 
us to joyfully cry, “Abba! Father” (Romans 8:15). 
 

David Owen Filson 
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