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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Knowing our Hearts 
John 13:36-38 
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Do you know your own heart? Do you receive hard truth? 
 
Genesis 6:5; Jeremiah 17:9; John 2:23-25. 
 
Jesus knew the weakness in the heart of man. (Psalm 103:14) 
 
Does the Bible reveal a low view of human nature? (Psalm 8:4-6) 
 
Our Hearts Want to Follow Jesus, v. 36 
 
The approaching departure of Jesus troubled them. 
 
Where was Jesus going? 
 
Why could Peter not follow him? 
 
You think the Christian life is hard? Try living it without the Holy Spirit! 
 
We Do Not Know Our Own Hearts v. 37 
 
Look at Peter’s great boast! I will lay down my life for you! (Matthew 26:33, 35) 
 
What is in your heart? What is your central conviction? 
 
God made the human heart to be His dwelling place; His home. 
 
Jesus Knows Our Hearts v. 38 
 
How does Jesus capture our hearts?  
 
Jesus predicts Peter’s future. 
 
Jesus knows the future; Jesus ordains it.   
 
If we knew our hearts, we would not trust them.  We would entrust them to Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meditation 
 

Why We Prefer a God of Our Own Making 
 

Before we can understand renewal, we must ask an uncomfortable question: why do so many 
people prefer a god of their own design rather than presenting their bodies and souls to their 
heavenly Father? To worship a self-made image of God is easier than surrender. A god we 
define does not confront us, correct us, or call us to repentance. He approves what we already 
love. He affirms what we already desire. He demands little and blesses much at least in our 
imagination. But the true and living God calls us to present ourselves wholly to Him mind, 
body, will, and affection. That kind of surrender feels threatening to the old nature. It exposes 
idols we protect and ambitions we excuse. 
 

Scripture teaches that there is a “god of this world” who blinds minds and distorts desires. 
Bondage to sin rarely feels like bondage at first. It feels like autonomy. It feels like freedom. 
It promises approval and self-righteousness. Yet its path quietly robs God of glory and robs 
us of peace. When we cling to a false image of God, we are not simply mistaken, we are 
resisting the One who loves us most. We do not see that sin is not merely rule-breaking but 
allegiance. The enemy does not have our best interest at heart. He is content to let us appear 
religious, moral, or successful so long as we do not truly surrender to the Father. 
 

The tragedy is not that God withholds Himself. The tragedy is that we prefer the illusion of 
control over the beauty of communion. The call of the gospel is not merely to adjust our 
behavior, but to change our allegiance. Instead of offering selective obedience to a god of our 
imagination, we are invited to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to the true and living 
God, holy and acceptable, which is our reasonable service. This surrender is not loss but 
liberation. As we refuse to be conformed to the patterns of this world and allow our minds to 
be renewed, we begin to discern what is good, acceptable, and perfect in His will. What once 
felt like restriction becomes freedom. What once felt like surrender becomes restoration. 

- Anonymous 
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