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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
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The perils of a long-distance relationship. 
 
What tools are in our toolbox for doing greater works? 
 
What are the greater works?  
 
How can we accomplish them? 
 
1) Prayer in Jesus’ name. John 14:13-14 
 
2) Love and Obey Jesus, v. 15 
 
Obedience isn’t optional; it is the expression of our love! 
 
Love is a commitment, an action.  
 
The revolting nature of hypocrisy.  
 
Obeying God is difficult. 
 
We have the Holy Spirit in our toolbox! 
 
What commands is Jesus talking about, in context? 
 
3) Depending on the Holy Spirit v. 16-17 
 
Those who love and obey God are given a great gift - the Holy Spirit. 
 
What is a ‘paraclete?’ 
 
How long will this paraclete stay with us?  
 
As we work in God’s world for God’s glory, we have God’s help. The Holy Spirit. 
 
Why can’t the world receive the Spirit of truth?  
 
There is a vast difference between the church and the world. 
 
4) Living Coram Deo v. 18-20 
 
Living before the face of God as family! Galatians 2:20 
 

That is how we do greater works. 
 
1) We pray in the name of the Son, according to the will of the Father. 
2) We love God, and obey His Word.   
3) We depend on the Holy Spirit of Truth.   
4) We live before the face of God.  
 
The toolbox is full.  The task is massive.  The victory is certain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

A Beneficial Spirit 
There are at least three benefits we experience through work of the Holy Spirit. The first 
benefit is that we share in Christ and all His blessings. We too are looked upon with filial 
favor. Everything Christ accomplished is ours. All He won is ours. The promised inheritance 
of Abraham is ours (Galatians 3:14). All this and more because we belong to Christ and 
Christ’s  blessings belong to us through ministrations of the Spirit. 
 

The second benefit is the Holy Spirit’s comfort. Most of us have heard that the Holy Spirit is 
a Comforter (John 14:16 KJV). Other translations render paracletos a “Helper” (ESV), a 
“Counselor” (NIV), or an “Advocate” (NRSV), but the truth is still there: God comforts His 
people by the Holy Spirit. This happens in a number of ways. The Spirit may supernaturally 
strengthen your soul and give you a peace that passes understanding or a calm confidence in 
the work of the Lord (Acts 9:31). He may also comfort you through other Christians as you 
share in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
 

As the Spirit of Truth, He will often speak to you through the Word of God, leading you into 
all truth (John 16:12), encouraging you with the words of Scripture He inspired and now 
illuminates. He may cause you to remember a precious biblical truth or direct your thoughts 
to the finished work of Christ or give you eyes to see more clearly the glory of God. The Spirit 
may comfort you with the gift of assurance so that you more boldly embrace your new 
identity in Christ and more firmly trust the promise of eternal life. 
 

The third benefit is the Holy Spirit’s presence forever. Before studying the Heidelberg 
Catechism in depth several years ago, I had not really thought about Jesus’ promise that the 
Holy Spirit would be with us forever (John 14:16), but the promise is very good news. In 
heaven, the Spirit will continue to keep us holy. He will continue to teach us more about the 
inexhaustible riches of Christ. He will continue to be the personal bond that unites believers 
in fellowship. And He will continue to minister to us the presence of God the Father and God 
the Son, who together with the Holy Spirit are Triune God, blessed forevermore, Amen. 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
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