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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
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Home. What is it? Where is it?  
 
Can the fellowship in church be home? 
 
The Love Sandwich v. 12, 17 
 
Our text begins and ends with love. 
 
What is a definition of love? 
 
What is God seeking from us?  
 
How can we find the strength to love others? 
 
The Greatest Example of Love v. 13 
 
Jesus died on the cross for His friends. 
  
This love isn’t an abstract concept, it is a present possession.  
 
There are difficult people out there. You know them.   
 
What is the answer to our excuses to avoid loving others? 
 
Who are the Friends of Jesus? v. 14 
 
Those who do what He commands, are the friends of God. 
 
Jesus loves us with a self-generated love. 
 
Can you command emotions? Can you command love? 
 
Jesus Promotes His Servants to Friends. v. 15 
 
What is the evidence of true friendship? 
 
What is the sign that a boyfriend could be marriage material? 
 
The Fruit of Friendship v. 16 
 
God has chosen me. God has appointed me. For what? To bear lasting fruit. 
 

God empowers us for a purpose. He is with us. 
 
The Command to Love v. 17   
 
Love is the goal of all the blessings that we receive. 
 
Let us love one another, as Christ has loved us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

“Which is the great commandment in the Law?” (Matthew 22:36). The question seems 
innocent enough until we consider its background and context. The Jewish leaders had 
plotted against Jesus and were trying to “entangle Him in His talk” (v. 15). After turning the 
tables on them when they asked Him about taxes, exposing their ignorance of Scripture and 
God’s power concerning the resurrection, He entertained this question about the law.  
 

Rabbis had lengthy debates over this question. They had divided the Mosaic Law into 613 
commands — 248 positive ones and 365 negative ones. Their arguments focused on which 
ones are great and heavy versus those that are small and light. Jesus dismissed all of those … 
debates by giving a comprehensive answer that both satisfied the inquisitor and revealed 
God’s overarching will for those who bear His image. “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37–40). Jesus’  
answer gives the point and purpose of the whole law. He summarizes our complete 
responsibility in terms of relationships, specifically, our relationships to God and to people. 
The essence of all our relationships, He says, is love.  
 

Tom Ascol 
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