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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
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Why does the world hate us? What is “soft persecution?”  
 
The world hates God and therefore they hate His children. 
 
Why is Jesus hated?  What did He do to provoke such anger?  
 
How can we define the world? 
 
The World Loves Its Own  v. 18-19 
 
To be hated by the world is a good thing. 
 
The world sometimes has probable cause to hate Christians. 
 
Yet, Christians are still hated even when they do the right thing. 
 
This fallen world hates God and you represent God. 
 
But, if you live, think and act like the world, the world will love you. 
 
The World Hates Jesus and His Father  v. 18, 20, 23, 25 
 
Fallen man hates God. Let that truth sink in. 
 
Why does the world hate God? Because He is holy, He is good. 
 
There is no legitimate reason to hate God. (John 3:19-20) 
 
“They hated me without a cause.” (Psalm 35:19 and 69:4) 
 
The World Has No Excuse for Their Hatred  v. 22, 24 
 
All men are without excuse for truth has been plainly given to them.   
 
Jesus exposes their sin. v. 22 
 
Hatred in the face of contrary evidence.  v. 24 
 
Christians are living witnesses to a better way of life. 
 
They persecuted the Master, they will persecute His followers. 
 

Where does the battle rage today? 
 
It is much safer as Christians simply to remain silent. 
 
Comfort for living witnesses in a hostile world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

Life is in the details. Listen to C. S. Lewis describe how our small, day-to-day decisions 
matter. “Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the decisions you 
and I make every day are of such infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the 
capture of a strategic point from which, a few months later, you may be able to go on to 
victories you never dreamed of. An apparently trivial indulgence in lust or anger today is the 
loss of a ridge or railway line or bridgehead from which the enemy may launch an attack 
otherwise impossible.” 
 

While we fret the big decisions—jobs, family changes, retirement—the action is in the endless 
small ones. 
 

This morning, I woke up and had to decide between exercise and a leisurely cup of coffee. I 
chose coffee. Then other decisions followed. Is it necessary to take a shower and be rushed, 
or should I rely on the room deodorizer in my office? Do I clean up some of my morning 
mess, or should I tell my wife I will clean up when I get home, which I probably won’t? And 
what about reading Scripture? Where will that fit into my day? Ugh, I can hear the refrain 
about the value of morning devotions in my head. As I make the short drive to CCEF, do I 
tolerate a little grumbling because I had to stop for a long, slow train, or do I confess my 
grumbling? 
 

I am only an hour into my day, still on autopilot, and I have yet to get online—then the 
decisions  will really come fast and furious. Hundreds of other judgments and moments of 
discernment are to come before lunch. Though I am barely aware of them, their cumulative 
effect is what constitutes my personal character—they are me—and the judgments will affect 
many others. 
 

Ed Welch 
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