
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

The Comfort and Conviction of the Holy Spirit 
John 16:4-11 

June 14, 2026 
 
You need a golf coach. 
 
The Comfort of the Holy Spirit v. 4-7 
 
Does the Holy Spirit replace Jesus? 
 
Which is better, the physical presence of Jesus, or the presence of the Holy Spirit? 
 
None of you asks Me where I am going! I thought Peter did? 
 
Jesus’ departure meant great things! It was a net benefit! Why?  
 
They should have rejoiced! Instead, only sorrow filled their hearts. 
 
What were the benefits of His departure? (John 7:39) 
 
The Conviction of the Holy Spirit v. 8-11 
 
What is conviction? 
 
It is a legal pronouncement - guilty. And it is feeling that guilt. 
 
It constitutes an urgent call to repentance. 
 
Convict of Sin v. 9  
 
Unbelief is the greatest sin.  
 
The Spirit makes us feel guilty.  
 
Convict of Righteousness v. 10 
 
The world’s righteousness, isn’t really righteousness. 
 
We all think that we do the right thing, all the time. 
 
If you grade yourself on a curve you look pretty good. 
 
There was a time when I did not like godly people. 
 
Jesus was declared to be righteous by His resurrection and ascension. 
 

Convict of Judgment v. 11 
 
We all have our standards, our philosophy of life. 
 
The world sees the world in a false light. 
 
We Need a Better Golf Coach 
 
How did the disciples carry out the mission of Jesus in the fallen world? 
 
 

 
 

Meditation 
 

The word convict is a translation of the Greek word elencho, which means “to convince 
someone of the truth; to reprove; to accuse, refute, or cross-examine a witness.” The Holy 
Spirit acts as a prosecuting attorney Who exposes evil, reproves evildoers, and convinces 
people that they need a Savior. To be convicted is to feel the sheer loathsomeness of sin. This 
happens when we’ve seen God’s beauty, His purity and holiness, and when we recognize that 
sin cannot dwell with Him (Psalm 5:4). When Isaiah stood in the presence of God, he was 
immediately overwhelmed by his own sinfulness: “Woe to me! . . . I am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips . . . and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5). 
To be convicted is to experience an utter dreadfulness of sin. Our attitude toward sin becomes 
that of Joseph who fled temptation, crying out, “How could I do this great evil and sin against 
God?” (Genesis 39:9). 
 

We are convicted when we become mindful of how much our sin dishonors God. When David 
was convicted by the Holy Spirit, he cried out, “Against You, You only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in Your sight” (Psalm 51:4). David saw his sin primarily as an affront to a 
holy God. We are convicted when we become intensely aware of the wrath it exposes to our 
souls (Romans 1:18; Romans 2:5). When the Philippian jailer fell at the apostles’ feet and 
cried, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” he was under conviction (Acts 16:30). He was 
certain that, without a Savior, he would die. When the Holy Spirit convicts people of their 
sin, He represents the righteous judgment of God (Hebrews 4:12). There is no appeal of this 
verdict. The Holy Spirit not only convicts people of sin, but He also brings them to repentance 
(Acts 17:30; Luke 13:5). The Holy Spirit brings to light our relationship to God. The 
convicting power of the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to our sin and opens our hearts to receive 
His grace (Ephesians 2:8). 
 

We praise the Lord for the conviction of sin. Without it, there could be no salvation. No one 
is saved apart from the Spirit’s convicting and regenerating work in the heart. The Bible 
teaches that all people are by nature rebels against God and hostile to Jesus Christ. They are 
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father Who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44). Part of that “draw” to Jesus is the conviction 
of sin. 
 

C. Williams 
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