
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 
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We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

The Retirement Party of Jesus  
John 16:16-24 
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Retirement. Are you ready? Was your work meaningful? 
 
This passage reflects on Jesus’ retirement! 
 
The Teaching of Jesus Can Be Difficult v. 16-18 
 
Shouldn’t we expect God’s teaching to be beyond us?  
 
Is Jesus playing hide and seek? I don’t get it. 
 
Somehow Jesus’ statement should help them in trouble. But how? 
 
Why did they not simply ask Jesus? 
 
God knows your heart and mind even before you reveal it. 
 
Jesus Answers v. 19-22 
 
Their sorrow will be justified. Their loss will be immense.  
 
But your sorrow will turn into joy. 
 
CS Lewis in the Great Divorce: Heaven works backward. 
 
Jesus compares His death and resurrection to a mother’s labor pain and joy. 
 
Jesus says, “you will see Me again.”  What does that mean? 
 
Resurrection joy is a medicine for all our ills. 
 
The Gifts at the Retirement of Jesus 
 
The Father loves you as I do. Ask Him, in My name! 
 
Death was defeated.  Grace was earned by Jesus!  
 
Penicillin – why is it a big deal?  
 
Think about your prayer track record.   
 
Why do we have access to God in prayer?  “That your joy may be full.” 
 

Meditation 
 

The Power of the Resurrection 
 

O the depth of the riches and excellency of Christianity! Well might the great St. Paul count 
all things but dung and dross for the excellency of the knowledge of it. Well might he desire 
so ardently to know Jesus, and the power of His resurrection. For even on this side of eternity 
it raises us above the world, and makes us to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Well might 
that glorious company of worthies, recorded in the Holy Scriptures, supported with a deep 
sense of their heavenly calling, despise the pleasures and profits of this life, and wander about 
in sheep-skins, and goat-skins, in dens and caves of the earth, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented. And O that we were all like-minded! That we felt the power of Christ’s 
resurrection as they did! How should we then “count all things as dung and dross for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord!” How should we then recover our 
primitive dignity, trample the earth under our feet, and with our souls be continually gasping 
after God? 
 

And what hinders but we may be thus minded? Is Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, altered 
from what He was? No, “He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” And though He is 
exalted to the right hand of God, yet He is not ashamed to call us brethren. The power of His 
resurrection is as great now as formerly, and the Holy Spirit, which was assured to us by His 
resurrection, as ready and able to quicken us who are dead in trespasses and sins, as any 
saint that ever lived. Let us but cry, and that instantly, to Him that is mighty and able to save; 
let us, in sincerity and truth, without secretly keeping back the least part, renounce ourselves 
and the world; then we shall be Christians indeed. And though the world may cast us out, 
and separate from our company, yet Jesus Christ will walk with, and abide in us. And at the 
general resurrection of the last day, when the voice of the archangel and trump of God shall 
bid the sea and the graves to give up their dead, and all nations shall appear before Him, then 
will He confess us before His Father and the holy angels, and we shall receive that invitation 
which He shall then pronounce to all who love and fear Him, “Come, ye blessed children of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the world.”   
 

George Whitefield 
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