
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

God’s Strategy to Reach the World 
John 17:6-12 
July 26, 2026 

 
Jesus has poured Himself - His teaching and His life - into the disciples so that they would extend 
eternal life to the fallen world through the gospel.   
 

What Jesus Did 
 

I came and manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me. v.  6 
 

“I have revealed Your NAME” - meaning the  character of God. 
 

How can Jesus describe the disciples as those who “kept Your word”? 
 

The unity of the Father and the Son.  see v. 7 
 

I gave them Your words, teaching, and truth. v.  8. 
 

The Word of God, His revelation, is changing things! 
 

Jesus speaks the very words of God.  
 

I am praying for them. v.  9 
 

Why does Jesus pray for the disciples? Why does Jesus not pray for the world? 
 

He prays for His disciples that they might reach the world.  See v. 21, 23. 
 

I kept and guarded them. v.  12 
 

How does the Father protect the disciples?  
 

How the Disciples Responded 
 

They “have kept Your word.” v.  6 
 

They know the Father through the Son. v.  7 
 

They know the truth through the mission of the Son. v.  8. 
 

They glorify the Son. v.  10 
 

 We are Christians - we bear the name of the Son of God. 
 

What Jesus Asks v.  11 
 

What does Holy Father mean?  
 

Keep them in Your name. 
 

What is the unity of the Church? 
 

The Warning v.  12 
 

Why is Judas described as the son of destruction? 
 

What is the warning? 
 

Why is God’s sovereignty so heavily emphasized in this prayer?  
 

Here are some things to think about: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation  
 

Why do we need an election? 
 

Because we will never be saved unless God chooses to save us. Election leads to the saving 
action of God in His lordship, and if we were left to ourselves we would never respond to God 
on our own at all. This is what people don’t seem to appreciate, that all of us by nature are 
anti-God in our deepest instincts (see Romans chapter 3). We don’t always realize this 
because many of us think we are seeking God, and frankly, people want a God they can 
manage and manipulate and have as a safety net. Those are facts about human life, and very 
familiar facts. But when it is a matter of responding to the real God and responding in a way 
that He calls for –that is by humbling ourselves before Him, learning to trust His word 
absolutely, turning from sin, taking our hands off of the reins of our own life and letting Him 
be in control –we wake up to the fact that we don’t like this at all and we shy back from it. 
That is our nature. So you see, God has to take action otherwise we shall never come to Him 
at all because that is the state in which fallen humans find themselves. 
 

Doesn’t this detract from our responsibility to respond to the gospel? If I’m one of the elect, 
God will save me, and if I’m not I cannot be saved anyway so why worry about it? 
 

No, that isn’t the way to look at it because God has made us folk who act of their own will and 
He keeps us that way. And so He takes account of us for the things that we have done because 
they really were our own actions. The fact that we haven’t got it in us to respond to God in a 
positive way doesn’t mean that we don’t choose not to respond to God. We do choose not to 
respond to God, and it’s for that choice that we’re responsible before Him. The truth about 
us is that we are like drowning folk who can’t swim and left to ourselves would just go under 
and eventually not come up again. God takes action, as it were, to dive in, swim to us, grab 
hold of us and save us. Election, as we said a moment ago, is His decision to do that, and in 
His lordship and power He does it, and so our salvation is entirely due to Him. But all the 
time we are responsible for being the people that we are, drowning in our own moral mess. 
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