
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Different to Make a Difference 
John 17:13-19 

August 2, 2026 
 
Christians are the salt and light of their culture. 
 
We are different to make a difference. 
 
What is the “joy” of Jesus? v. 13 
 
What is the joy of Jesus? (See also John 15:11) 
 
How do you define joy? 
 
True and lasting joy is walking with God! 
 
Should Christians view the world negatively? v. 14 
 
What does “κόσμος” (kosmos) mean? 
 
Why does the world hate us? 
 
Is Pastor Mark a southerner? 
 
Can a Christian be worldly? 
 
What does Jesus pray for, and what does He not pray for? v. 15 
 
Jesus asks that we be preserved from the evil one. 
 
Challenging kids with difficult things. 
 
Living the antithesis. v. 16 
 
What is the antithesis? Welcome to Dangerville! 
 
We are in the world, but not of the world. 
 
How does God sanctify us? v. 17 
 
How does God protect us from the evil one? 
 
What is our mission in this world? v. 18 
 
Why did Jesus consecrate Himself? v. 19 

 

What are a few mistakes in interacting with the world? 
 
God desires our sanctified engagement with the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in 
their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for My sake, to bear 
witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how 
you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that 
hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you” (Matt. 
10:16–20). 
 

In a day when Christians have all but lost the culture war in American–and the prospect of 
the persecution of true believers is imminent–it is incumbent on us to listen carefully to what 
the Savior told His disciples upon their first missionary journey. In the ancient wartime 
manual, The Art of War, Sun Tzu explained, “If you know the enemy and know yourself, you 
need not fear the result of a hundred battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, for 
every victory gained you will also suffer a defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, 
you will succumb in every battle.” In Matthew 10:16–20, Jesus is essentially giving His 
disciples His manual of spiritual warfare for the mission of God… 
 

No one knows how intense the opposition to biblical Christianity will get in our country in 
the days, weeks, months, or years to come. Nevertheless, we should have great confidence 
that Christ sends His people out in the midst of persecuting wolves to bring the everlasting 
gospel to bear on a lost and perishing world. Christ does not call us to retreat, to compromise 
in the name of caution, or to devise other methods and strategies that will counter the 
preaching of the gospel. He does not call us to worldly sophistication or political 
maneuvering. Rather, He calls us to learn about our enemies and about ourselves–and to 
spread the aroma of Christ through the world by the ministry of the Word for the salvation 
of the elect. To this end, He bids us understand that we are like sheep in the midst 
of wolves, so that we will seek to be wise as serpents and gentle as doves. 
 

Nick Batzig 
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