
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Our Assurance of Glory 
John 17:24-26 

August 16, 2026 
 
Listen to your spouse. (Proverbs 18:17) 
 
Jesus Passionately Desires Your Presence in Heaven v. 24 
 
What is the final and the greatest request of Jesus? 
 
What does “desire” mean here?  
 
How certain is this prayer request? 
 
How can we describe this future glory?  
 
Jesus wants us to know what true glory is. Why? (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 
When we look at Jesus, what do we see? 
 
The Sure Foundation of Jesus’ Request v. 25-26 
 
How should it encourage us that Jesus calls God “Righteous Father”?  
 
We see what the world does not. What do we see? 
 
Because we see it, we grow. What causes us to grow? 
 
How can we know the full extent of His love? 
 
An adoption story. 
 
Gazing upon the glory of Christ. 
 
Many of us, I fear, are still dating God. 
 
Portraits of future glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

About Your Grief 
 

Now, one of the strongest instincts of the human soul is the longing to be with those whom 
you love. Ah, my brethren, need I tell that to you? How many wear the badges of mourning, 
and draw down those crepe veils over your faces! Do you not know all about the wrench, 
when death comes and tears away from your embrace those who made the joy of life to you? 
In your thoughts of your dead, have you never experienced that strange hunger of the heart 
when you long to bring them back and fold them within the embrace of your affection? As 
you kneel in your grief by the fresh-made grave, and your thoughts go down into the low and 
dark abode where they are sleeping, you could with your very fingers scrape away the earth 
which hides them from your sight, in this longing to hold fellowship with them again!  
 

Well, our divine Redeemer is our Elder Brother, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh; and 
there in the heavens He feels the pulse of those human affections of which we are so distinctly 
conscious, and breaks out — I had almost said into the passionate cry, “Father, I will that 
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am.”  
 

Let it comfort you when you are called upon to give up your dead, that, if it break your 
fellowship with them and subject you to this strange hunger of love, you give them up to 
Jesus, Whom you love more than you love yourself, and Who has the same longing for their 
presence and society above. When death comes, as His messenger, over the threshold of your 
home, and says to you, as he touches with his skeleton finger child or parent, or husband or 
wife, “The Master hath need of them” — “loose them and let them go”; and lay the solace 
upon your heart that your Friend, Who has redeemed both you and them, is longing for their 
society above. If they part from you, it is only that they may be folded within His arms and 
lay their aching heads upon His bosom forever. 
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