
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Our Undercover King 
John 19:1-11 

September 20, 2026 
 
What characterizes a king in your mind? 
 
What is an undercover boss? Jesus is an undercover King. 
 
The Disguised King Is Mocked and Humiliated vv. 1-3 
 
What did Roman flogging involve? Was this justice? Why did Pilate have Jesus flogged? 
 
Could Roman citizens be flogged? Crucified? 
 
How did Pilate pursue the sympathy vote? 
 
How did the soldiers treat the undercover King? 
 
Does this mocking of Jesus - your Savior, Lord, and King - bother you? 
 
At some deep level, does it disturb you that Jesus was treated this way? 
 
The Disguised King Is Condemned vv. 4-7 
 
“Behold the man!!” Pilate’s implied message may have been, “He is no king, he is no threat.” 
 
How did the Old Testament predict the coming Messiah? 
 1) He would be the King.   
 2) He would be the suffering Servant. (Isaiah 53) 
 
What charge did the Jewish leaders bring against Jesus? (Leviticus 24:16; see also John 5:18; 
10:33) 
 
Why was Pilate afraid after hearing that Jesus might be the Son of God? 
 
“Behold the man!”  What do you see? 
 
The Disguised King Issues a Ruling vv. 8-11 
 
Pilate asks, “Where are you from?” 
 
Why did Jesus not answer Pilate? (Isaiah 53:7) 
 
Pilate breaks the silence with an indignant claim to authority. Then the undercover King 
answers. 
 

All true authority comes from God. 
 
Who had the greater sin?  
 
What is Jesus actively doing in this passage? 
 
Do you recognize the undercover King? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

The Apostles Creed reminds us that He was crucified: “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified.” And in so doing, the Creed is reminding us, it’s pointing us to the agonizing and 
humiliatingly embarrassing means of the death of Christ. You see, the cross was the 
instrument of punishment for the worst of criminals. It was for outcasts, and it represented 
the worst punishment that the greatest judicial system in the world could mete out. And to 
the Jewish people especially, it was a uniquely horrendous thing, the ultimate sign of being 
cast out and cut off. And that’s precisely why God chose it. He chose it, because on the cross, 
Jesus had to become an outcast so that you could be gathered in. On the cross, Jesus had to 
bear God’s ban, His curse, His anathema, the fullness of His wrath. He had to be treated as 
a sinner. You remember how Paul puts it: “He Who knew no sin, became sin, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” Jesus on the cross had to be looked upon by His 
Father as one who was in rebellion, as one who was deserving of judgment, because Jesus 
was there on the cross in our place. And the cross is the instrument of that punishment, and 
the horror of the cross is not just in the physical pain. You can feel that pain even as you read 
this passage. All the things that went with it, even when the garments are placed on Him and 
removed, you can feel the garments tearing His already wounded flesh from Him. You feel it 
when that crown of thorns is described being pressed down on His head and then you 
imagine the soldiers taking that reed and beating Him over the head. The physical pain is 
obvious to you, but deeper than that, is that He is the object of His Father’s wrath. He’s 
crucified. And through this means, we are redeemed. The Creed presses you to meditate on 
that, to realize what the cross was, to realize what the cross cost Him, to realize what the 
cross accomplished. 
 

Ligon Duncan 
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