
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Choose Your Friends Carefully 
John 19:12-16 

September 27, 2026 
 

Our chosen friends will shape us. 
 
Why do all ‘non-conformists’ look alike? 
 
Choose your friends carefully. (Proverbs 12:26, 22:24-25, 27:17; 1 Corinthians 15:33) 
 
Your Chosen Friends Can Compromise Your Integrity  v. 12 
 

Pilate had a rough beginning to his rule in Judea. Strikes one and two. 
 
 Roman imperial standards in the Temple area?  
 
 Building an aqueduct with Temple money?  
 
Pilate was  Caesar’s friend. 
 
‘Release Jesus and the charge of insurrection!’   
 
Your Chosen Friends Define Your Enemies  vv. 13-14 
 

You must like what your friends like, and hate what they hate. 
 
The Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic, was the official seat of judgment.   
 
When was the preparation of the Passover? Timeline of Jesus’ final hours. 
 
“Behold your King!!”  The last-second chance?  
 
Your Chosen Friends Can Cause You to Deny God  vv. 15-16 
 

“We have no king but Caesar.” 
 
They were choosing to be friends with Caesar too!  
 
Pilate, and the Jewish leaders, chose their friends poorly. 
 
The one friend that they all rejected was Jesus. 
 
Your chosen worldly friends, are not your friends. 
 
What was Pilate’s third strike? Caesar is a very fickle friend. 
 

Take Jesus as your friend. 

Meditation 
 

You Got a Friend?   
 

Our culture is not one that provides great encouragement for the nurture and development 
of deep, long-lasting, satisfying friendships. Such friendships take time and sacrifice, and the 
busy world in the West of the early twenty-first century, as a rule, is far more interested in 
receiving and possessing than sacrificing and giving…  The Bible regards friendship as a very 
important part of life. Sure enough, the Bible uses two consistent images in its representation 
of friendship. 
 

The first is the knitting of souls. Deuteronomy provides the earliest mention of “a friend who 
is as your own soul” (Deuteronomy 13:6)—that is, a companion of one’s innermost thoughts 
and feelings, pointing to a concept of intimacy. This is well illustrated by Jonathan and 
David’s friendship (for example, see 1 Samuel 18:1, 3–4). Here we see ideas of strong 
emotional attachment and loyalty. Lazarus, Mary, Martha, and Jesus present a New 
Testament example of this kind of friendship in John 11 (see especially John 11:5, 11, 35–36). 
In fact, “friend” naturally becomes another name for believers or brothers in the Lord (see 3 
John 15). The privileges and responsibilities of a biblical “soul mate,” then, involve intimacy, 
loyalty, and a strong emotional attachment. Thus, it’s only natural that Jesus would use the 
language of friendship to refer to our ultimate loyalties—and His (John 15:13–15)! Are we 
friends with the world, or God (James 2:23; 4:4)? .Also note 1 Samuel 23:16–18. 
 
The second image that the Bible uses to represent friendship is the face-to-face 
encounter. This is the image used for Moses’ relationship to God: in the tabernacle God spoke 
to Moses “face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Exodus 33:11; see also Numbers 12:8). 
The face-to-face image implies a conversation, a sharing of confidences, and, consequently, 
a meeting of minds, goals, and direction. In the New Testament, the apostle John tells a 
church that he’s tired of writing, but hopes to visit and talk “face to face, so that our joy may 
be complete” (2 John 12). One of the benefits of face-to-face encounters between friends is 
the heightened insight that such encounters produce. A proverb that highlights this idea is 
the famous one in Proverbs 27:17: “Iron sharpens iron, and one friend sharpens another.” 
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