
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

The Death of Jesus 
John 19:28-37 

October 11, 2026 
 
For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. (1 Corinthians 5:7) 
 
The Scripture is fulfilled. Our passage begins and ends with that. 
 
The Final Task:  I Thirst 
 
What Scripture is fulfilled? (See Psalm 22:15; 69:21) 
 
The Cry of Victory:  It Is Finished 
 
Tetelestai. The work is complete! Salvation’s plan accomplished. 
 
Unpacking the meaning of “It is finished.” 
 
Entering Into Rest:  Jesus Gave Up His Spirit 
 
This yielding His life occurs in more passages than you may realize. 
 
Jesus wasn’t a passive victim here. He freely laid down His life. 
 
The Debt Is Fully Paid:  Jesus Really Died 
 
The Jews were preparing for the Sabbath Day. Why was that Sabbath a high holy day? 
 
Why not allow them to stay hanging on the Sabbath day? (Deuteronomy 21:22-23) 
 
No broken bones for Jesus. Why? Why the spear in Jesus’ side? 
 
Blood and water had separated after death. What? 
 
The Word made flesh died. Docetism is clearly wrong. 
 
Why should we believe these things? 
 
John was an eyewitness. The facts themselves and their explanation. 
 
Two Fulfillments Emphasized, Again! 
 
Jesus was the perfect Passover Lamb. 
 
Jesus calls all to repent. 
 

Meditation 
 

For those united to Him, the heart of Jesus is not a rental; it is your new permanent 
residence. You are not a tenant; you are a child. His heart is not a ticking time bomb; His 
heart is the green pastures and still waters of endless reassurances of His presence and 
comfort, whatever our present spiritual accomplishments. It is who He is… 
 

The evidence of Christ’s mercy toward you is not your life. The evidence of His mercy toward 
you is His—mistreated, misunderstood, betrayed, abandoned. Eternally. In your place. If 
God sent His own Son to walk through the valley of condemnation, rejection, and hell, you 
can trust Him as you walk through your own valleys on your way to heaven… 
 

There are two ways to live the Christian life. You can live it either for the heart of Christ 
or from the heart of Christ. You can live for the smile of God or from it. For a new identity as 
a son or daughter of God or from it. For your union with Christ or from it. The battle of the 
Christian life is to bring your own heart into alignment with Christ’s, that is, getting up each 
morning and replacing your natural orphan mind-set with a mind-set of full and free 
adoption into the family of God through the work of Christ your older brother, who loved you 
and gave Himself for you out of the overflowing fullness of His gracious heart. 
 
Dane Ortlund, from Gentle and Lowly 
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