Secret Disciples No More!
John 19:38-42
October 18, 2026
James 2:14, “I will show you my faith by my works.”
What is faith?
A workless faith isn’t a real faith; and it doesn’t work.
An autobiography of a secret disciple.
Joseph of Arimathea
Who was he?
What does John highlight about Joseph?
Nicodemus
Who was Nicodemus?
Nicodemus - a weak, veiled, timid stand for Jesus. See John 12:42-43.
Are you a “Nicodemite”?
Why are Nicodemus and Joseph suddenly so bold?
This is a burial fit for a king!
What was Gehenna?
Why is the Christian call to discipleship a strange one?
Why risk it? Jesus has died. For me!
Commitment to the crucified Christ will cost you something.
Burial of Jesus
What is the theological significance of the burial of Jesus?
How patient was Jesus with Nicodemus and Joseph?

Don’t be a secret disciple. Do not live in fear!

Meditation

Faith is a conviction expressed in a choice. It starts with belief, but if this “belief” does not
lead to obedience, it is not yet faith. Your “belief” does not become true faith until you act
upon it in obedience. Faith is belief in action.

Years ago, my best friend and I went rappelling for the first time. The idea of rappelling is
that you lean your weight against a rope and use that rope to essentially jump down the
mountain. When it was my turn to go, the instructor told me to lean back and let the rope
catch me. Despite my fear (and after a quick prayer asking Jesus to come into my heart
again, just to be safe), I leaned back. Of course, the rope held and I rappelled down the side
of the mountain.

My friend went next. From the bottom of the mountain, I could see him shaking. After
about ten minutes, I saw him reach his foot down and start climbing down the rock face.
He got halfway down before he found a spot that he couldn’t climb around, but instead of
leaning back and letting the rope catch him, he climbed right back up!

My friend’s approach to rappelling is a lot like some people’s approach to faith. He might

have “believed,” but he failed to act on it, and it did him no good. Faith is not “believing
that the rope will hold you”; it is leaning back on that rope.
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