
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Secret Disciples No More! 
John 19:38-42 

October 18, 2026 
 
James 2:14, “I will show you my faith by my works.” 
 
What is faith?  
 
A workless faith isn’t a real faith; and it doesn’t work. 
 
An autobiography of a secret disciple. 
 
Joseph of Arimathea 
 
Who was he? 
 
What does John highlight about Joseph? 
 
Nicodemus 
 
Who was Nicodemus? 
 
Nicodemus - a weak, veiled, timid stand for Jesus. See John 12:42-43. 
 
Are you a “Nicodemite”? 
 
Why are Nicodemus and Joseph suddenly so bold? 
 
This is a burial fit for a king! 
 
What was Gehenna?  
 
Why is the Christian call to discipleship a strange one? 
 
Why risk it?  Jesus has died. For me!  
 
Commitment to the crucified Christ will cost you something. 
 
Burial of Jesus 
 
What is the theological significance of the burial of Jesus? 
 
How patient was Jesus with Nicodemus and Joseph? 
 
Don’t be a secret disciple. Do not live in fear! 
 

Meditation 
 
Faith is a conviction expressed in a choice. It starts with belief, but if this “belief” does not 
lead to obedience, it is not yet faith. Your “belief” does not become true faith until you act 
upon it in obedience. Faith is belief in action. 
 
Years ago, my best friend and I went rappelling for the first time. The idea of rappelling is 
that you lean your weight against a rope and use that rope to essentially jump down the 
mountain. When it was my turn to go, the instructor told me to lean back and let the rope 
catch me. Despite my fear (and after a quick prayer asking Jesus to come into my heart 
again, just to be safe), I leaned back. Of course, the rope held and I rappelled down the side 
of the mountain. 
 
My friend went next. From the bottom of the mountain, I could see him shaking. After 
about ten minutes, I saw him reach his foot down and start climbing down the rock face. 
He got halfway down before he found a spot that he couldn’t climb around, but instead of 
leaning back and letting the rope catch him, he climbed right back up! 
 
My friend’s approach to rappelling is a lot like some people’s approach to faith. He might 
have “believed,” but he failed to act on it, and it did him no good. Faith is not “believing 
that the rope will hold you”; it is leaning back on that rope. 
 
JD Greear 

 
 

https://www.esv.org/Rom.%208%3A21/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%208%3A22/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2024%3A8/
https://www.esv.org/Romans%208%3A23/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%208%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%208%3A29/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%208%3A23/

