
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Believing in the Resurrection of Jesus 
John 20:1-10 

October 25, 2026 
 
If Jesus had not been resurrected, Christianity would not be true.  
 
Jesus predicted His resurrection several times. (Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19) 
 
Can you blame the disciples for failing to believe?  
 
Do you question the resurrection?  
 
What do empty tombs mean? 
 
Was Mary alone at the tomb? Why was she there? 
 
Mary Magdalene is the first person to see the risen Jesus in John’s account. (John 20:14-18) 
 
Why is that surprising? 
 
What was Mary’s conclusion? 
 
Why are there so many strange and curious details in the gospels? 
 
What did the empty tomb mean to Peter and Mary, and what did the grave clothes mean to 
Peter? 
 
What did they mean to John? 
 
John saw and believed.  v. 8 
 
Those two pieces of evidence, those clues, were enough for John. 
 
He did not yet understand the Scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. v. 9 (see John 2:22) 
 
Why cast the apostles, the foundational witnesses, in such a bad light? 
 
This strange blend of doubt and disbelief turning to confident joy has happened before. 
 
As a Christian, you do not have to check your mind at the church door. 
 
What will it take for you to believe that Jesus rose from the dead? 
 
What difference does it make? 
 
 

Meditation 
 

Our Resurrection in Christ 
 

When the Christian has run the race set before him, and finished the work appointed for him 
to do, the earthly house of his present tabernacle will be dissolved, and thrown aside: the veil 
of the temple being rent in twain, and the temple itself reduced to a mass of inanimate clay, 
the soul that lodged in it flies to the holy of holies, and travelling out from the body, gets 
home to the Lord… 
 

When the bodies of God’s elect have slept the time allotted, the Lord will suddenly come to 
His temples, He Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Of this the 
ancient Jewish church had as positive assurances given them, as we have under the gospel. 
Thus Isaiah 43:5, 6:  “Fear not, for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and 
gather thee from the west I will say to the south, Give up; and to the north, Keep not back; 
bring My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth.” “As for me,” says 
David, “I shall behold Thy presence in righteousness, and when I wake up after Thy likeness, 
I shall be satisfied with it.” 
 

When God calls home His people to glory, they may, without presumption, sing as the 
Psalmist did on another occasion, “I will lay me down to sleep in peace, and to take my rest; 
for Thou, O Lord, makest me to dwell in safety.” Death is a long sleep; but, to them, it is a 
sweet sleep, and a safe one: though their flesh sees corruption, it rests in hope, and their dust 
is precious, for it was ransomed by the blood of Christ, sanctified by the Spirit of God, and is 
part of the Savior’s mystic body: for which reasons it shall not be lost, but will rise from the 
bed of death incorruptible, when the morning of the resurrection dawns, and the trumpet 
sounds. 
 

Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778), was educated at Westminster School and 
Trinity College, Dublin, he was converted through a Methodist lay preacher, took Anglican 
orders in 1762, and later became vicar of Broadhembury, Devon. In 1775 he assumed the 
pastorate of the French Calvinist chapel in London. He authored “Rock of Ages.” 
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