
 

 

The Purpose of the Coming Messiah 
1 John 3:8; Matthew 1:21; Romans 8:20-21 

December 6, 2020 
 
We often think of the coming of the Messiah in personal terms. 
 
Messiah came to restore his rule 
Messiah came to restore his people 
Messiah came to restore his creation 
 
Messiah came to Restore his rule (1 John 3:8) 
 
How far can we trace back sin? 
 
There was rebellion in the heavenly realms. Isaiah 14:3-21; Ezekiel 28:2-29; Jude 6; 2 Peter 
2:4. 
 
When was Satan defeated? 
 
Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lightning.” (Revelation 12:7-12) 
 
The Accuser of the Brethren has been silenced by the blood of the Lamb of God. (John 12:31)  
 
Messiah came to restore his people. (Matthew 1:21) 
 
The coming of Messiah was a “consequent, absolute necessity.” 
 
Messiah came to restore his creation. (Romans 8:20-21) 
 
The purpose of creation cannot be achieved except through man. 
  
What will creation be like when it is fully restored? 
 
What are the three groaning in Romans 8?  
 
Messiah came to bring the restoration of all things!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation will be Liberated 
 
“The creation itself will be liberated . . . and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). Instead of frustration, there will be fulfillment. When we consider the 
majesty and greatness of the oceans, mountains, valleys, forests, and so on now, it staggers 
the mind to imagine what the world will be like when it’s free to be itself! And instead of pain, 
there will be only joy. This is why the best metaphor for the current state of creation is 
childbirth (Rom. 8:22; Matt. 24:8). The pangs aren’t meaningless because the world is giving 
birth to a new version of itself. 
 
This is the future—the fulfilling, renewing, joy-giving future—creation can look forward to 
since it’s the future God’s children look forward to. This is Paul’s answer to the question about 
whether our future glory makes our present sufferings worth bearing. Even creation, he 
observes, urges you to say yes! 
 
We aren’t there yet, but we will be. And in Romans 8:23, Paul points us to something sons of 
God already have, and something they don’t. We “have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” The 
firstfruits of an incoming harvest were, quite literally, the first batch—the foretaste of what 
was to come. Presently, the Spirit is making us internally alive (Rom. 8:10). He is giving us 
gradual and internal freedom from the effects of sin and death, slowly making us more like 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). But this is only the firstfruits—just a taste of the total freedom from the 
effects of sin and death in our bodies and spirits the Spirit will one day give us. This will come 
only when we have what we currently do not and yet eagerly await: “our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). Though we’re legally adopted, we’ve not yet received 
the fullness of family resemblance. We’ve not yet enjoyed the final celebration of our status—
but we will. 
 

   ~Timothy Keller 
 
 

Seeing Through Thomas’s Eyes 
John 20:24-29 

November 15, 2026 
 

How does the modern world understand faith? 
 
Where does true faith rest?  
 
Faith – what is faith? Faith is the opposite of knowledge, isn’t it?  
 
Is faith a blind, irrational leap into the dark? 
 
When pursuing truth we should always ask, “is it true?” 
 
The skeptical Thomas’s confession of faith answers skeptics’ doubts today! 
 
Who Was Thomas?  (vv. 24-25) 
 
What had Thomas rejected as a ground for his faith? 
 
What did Thomas demand as a ground for his faith? (John 4:48) 
 
Thomas set up his own rather high criterion for faith. 
 
Setting the Scene (v. 26) 
 
The setting seems like last week, doesn’t it?  
 
Why the eighth day? 
 
Thomas’s three demands are all addressed by Jesus. 
 
Thomas now has more than sufficient evidence for faith - and so do you! 
 
What Was Jesus Rebuking In Thomas?  (v. 27) 
 
Thomas failed to heed the apostolic eyewitness testimony. 
 
How does God make His truth known today? 
 
The Confession of Thomas (v. 28) 
 
John’s seventh sign convinced Thomas. 
 
“My Lord and my God.” (John 20:28) 
 

Who Are the Blessed In v. 29?  
 
You are expected to articulate Thomas’ confession (John 20:28). 
 
You believe in Jesus even though you have not seen Him (1 Peter 1:8-9). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 
 

We do live in a fallen world--one that is abnormal from that which God has made. Each of us 
has certain results of this abnormality; each of us has a different mix concerning the way the 
results of living in this abnormal world affect us. With some it is more physical, with some it 
is more psychological, with some it is more intellectual, with some it is more moral. Each of 
us has some of these, but with each of us certain aspects of the abnormality have a stronger 
effect upon us than others… 
 

We all go through times of ups and downs physically and psychologically, each of us goes 
through these times in some degree since we all are abnormal from the effects of the Fall. For 
myself, when I am in a depression, what I do is to turn back to the promises that, because 
Christ’s death on the cross has infinite value, once we accept Christ as Savior He will never 
let us go. 
 

We also have the promise that as we bring our moment by moment sins under the finished 
work of Christ, these sins are gone, and we can have a quiet conscience concerning them. 
Thus as Christians, we have endless new starts… 
 

Then we also have God’s promise that there will be a time in the future when the marks of 
the abnormality, in ourselves and in nature, will be completely healed upon the basis of the 
work of Christ… There will be a time in the future when the redemption of Christ will cure 
these things perfectly--just as now, already having accepted Christ as Savior, our true moral 
guilt has been removed and we are in a relationship with God in this present moment. Thus, 
on the basis of the work of Christ, we have the present fact that God is now our Father, but 
we look to the future for the full redemption of our whole being. 
 

Francis Schaeffer 
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